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and was approved by him; but he said, " I
do not wish the death of any man on my
account." Sixtus cannot have known the
details of the assassination beforehand, or
that it would take place in Sta. Maria del
Fiore, since all this was arranged suddenly
and after another plan had been given up.
44 It is, however, deeply to be regretted," says
Pastor, " that a Pope should play any part
in the history of a conspiracy." His friends
not only failed to oust the Medici from
Florence; they suffered instantly for their
evil deeds; and Salviati, archbishop of
3Pisa, who went to seize the Palazzo Pubblico,
was himself seized and hanged from one of
its windows. These atrocious scenes, char-
acteristic of Italian politics, were but an
instance of that which in every city throughout
the Peninsula might be witnessed when parties
were engaged in conflict. We shall not in
our pages do more than allude to them; but
they were constantly enacted and must
not be forgotten.

Passing over the insignificant years of
Innocent VIII. (1484-1492), who was merely
intent on aggrandizing his children's estate*
we come to the election, bought with money
and promises, of Rodrigo Borgia, who took,